
 

 

Dear Parent / Guardian, 

We hope you and your families are well and have had a chance to relax over the summer holidays. 

All staff at the school are very much looking forward to welcoming our pupils on both sites in early September. In order 

to facilitate the re-opening of the sites and following my message in July, which included our provisional plans, I write 

to you with further important details. 

First Week of September 

Parents and pupils are reminded that Tuesday, September 1st, and Wednesday, September 2nd, are designated 

planning and preparation dates and therefore the school will be open for staff only. Only new Year 7 pupils will attend 

the school on Thursday, September 3rd, with Year 7, 12, and 13 pupils only on Friday September 4th. The school will 

be open to all pupils from Monday, September 7th, and attendance will be compulsory for all unless they are suffering 

from illness or are showing any COVID-19 symptoms. This includes those pupils who were previously shielding.  

Message to New Year 7 Parents 

We look forward to welcoming all new Year 7 pupils back to school on Thursday, September 3rd and Friday, September 

4th for two days of transition activities. These activities will include a wide variety of activities that will enable the 

children to become familiar with their new school. Please encourage your child to bring a spare pair of trainers as 

some activities will include sports sessions (however a sports kit is not required). If possible, we kindly ask your child 

to bring with them a mobile device that will enable them to access the internet e.g. a personal tablet, laptop or mobile 

phone. We are keen to familiarise the children with our distance learning strategy (in case there is another Lockdown) 

and intend to use the time during the transition days to explain this to the children. We have already emailed all new 

Year 7 parents before the summer holidays explaining the Bring Your Own Device policy. Please take a few minutes to 

read the document and indicate that you accept the school policy or not at the link below. 

https://forms.gle/LL41esQyFNyNuCRx9 (English version) 

Any child who is unable to bring a device during the transition days will be able to borrow a school laptop. Please also 

remind your child to bring in the school tasks set during the summer term (transition tasks and core transition tasks) 

which can be passed on to their registration teacher. Year 7 wellbeing leaders will be sending a short welcome video 

to Year 7 pupils this week. We are really looking forward to finally meeting our new pupils on Thursday, September 

3rd. If you would like to ask any questions about any arrangements, please contact us by email. 

blwyddyn7@ygcwmrhymni.net 

Health and Safety 

I attach a summary of the key health and safety advice below. For full details, parents are encouraged to read the 

operational guidance for reopening schools, on the Welsh Government link. 

https://gov.wales/operational-guidance-schools-and-settings-autumn-term-covid-19 

 Do not send your child(ren) to school if they are unwell, or if they or any other household member are showing 

any COVID-19 symptoms; including a high temperature, loss of taste/smell or persistent, dry cough. We ask that 

parents contact the school immediately if any pupil suffers from these symptoms, or if they have received a positive 

result for COVID-19 so that we can implement our tracking and tracing system. The pupil will need to self isolate for a 

period of 10 days, with all other ‘contacts’ at home self isolating for a period of 14 days. We ask that parents 

communicate regularly with the school in order to keep us informed of any developments should this situation arise. 

https://forms.gle/LL41esQyFNyNuCRx9
mailto:blwyddyn7@ygcwmrhymni.net
https://gov.wales/operational-guidance-schools-and-settings-autumn-term-covid-19


 

● In order to reduce the number of ‘contacts’ between pupils and staff, and pupils with each other, they will remain 

within one zone on the school site, creating an extended contact group, which will be your child's school year. To 

reduce the risk of cross-contamination, apart from on the school buses, there will be no mixing between different 

school year groups. 

● In line with the latest health guidelines, although pupils do not have to keep a social distance of 2m from each 

other, we will require pupils to keep 2m away from staff and other adults at all times. 

● We will continue to operate one-way and two-way systems at various locations within the school buildings. This 

includes designating stairs as up-only and down-only. Pupils will be reminded of this arrangement on their first day 

back. 

● We will encourage pupils to wash their hands regularly during the day. Hand sanitiser is located around the 

school, but we kindly ask that if you have a personal supply that you send this to school with your child. In accordance 

with the school's behaviour policy, we will deal with any misuse of hand sanitiser strictly.  

● We have varied the start time of breaks and will be planning a 'stagger' to the end of the day so that all pupils 

leave the premises safely by 14:15. 

● We will continue to implement an intensive cleaning program around the school sites. Finishing the school day 

at 14:15 allows us to thoroughly clean both sites at the end of each day. 

● We ask that parents remind their children of good respiratory hygiene and encourage them to follow the steps 

of "catch it, bin it, and kill it."  

● In line with the latest health guidelines, wearing a face covering is not essential at this time. We are continuing 

to monitor this, and should the situation change we will be back in contact immediately. For pupils who choose to 

wear face coverings to school, there is a process in place for pupils to remove them safely on arrival at the school site. 

According to the latest guidance, the front of the cover should not be touched but instead it should be removed from 

the sides. (i.e. using the elastic that goes around the ears). Their hands should be washed straight away and then 

temporary masks thrown into the bin. Re-usable masks need to be kept in a plastic bag that can be taken home, with 

hands being washed once again before going into the classroom. 

● We will try to keep the number of classes that pupils attend to a minimum. Pupils will stay in the same classroom 

for as much of their timetable as possible, with teachers moving to lessons. This will also reduce the number of 

'contacts' in corridors between lessons. 

School Transport 

Final transport arrangements will be announced by the Local Authority during the week. Parents are encouraged 

wherever possible to make their own arrangements for transport to and from school. For transport related inquiries, 

we kindly ask that you check the Local Authority's website and contact them should you require further information. 

At present, wearing a face covering is not compulsory on a school bus, this is a matter of personal choice. If a pupil is 

traveling on a public service bus, wearing a face cover is mandatory. 

https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/Services/Schools-and-learning/School-transport/School-and-college-bus-timetables 

Food and Drink 

For September, and potentially beyond, we kindly ask that pupils bring a packed lunch to school. As stated above, for 

reasons relating to COVID-19, there will be no food service in the canteen at either site. Eliminating the lunch hour 

allows us to significantly reduce the number of ‘contacts’ and this is key to ensuring everyone's safety. Use of the 

water fountains is not permitted during this period. We will be in touch once the food service is due to resume. Pupils 

who are eligible for free school meals will continue to receive these delivered to their homes through a pre-arranged 

service. 

 

https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/Services/Schools-and-learning/School-transport/School-and-college-bus-timetables


 

New Times of the School Day 

The start time of the school day will stay the same at  8:25 in the morning, with the first lesson starting a little earlier 

than usual at 8:30. However, no pupil should arrive at school before 8:15. In order to reduce the number of ‘contacts’ 

between staff and pupils, and pupils with each other, we will be reducing the length of the school day, for the coming 

period, with school finishing at 14:15 for all pupils. It is anticipated that this will continue for at least the first half term 

and possibly beyond this. All Caerphilly secondary schools will run a similar model. We will continue to offer a full 

curriculum of lessons for all pupils, including 5 one-hour lessons each day. To allow this, there will be no registration 

session at the start of the morning. (with the first lesson teacher registering pupils instead). We have also reduced 

lunchtime from 55 minutes to a 25-minute break for health and safety reasons as noted above. 

School Uniform 

We ask that pupils wear the correct school uniform, as noted in the school prospectus and on the school website. 

Pupils and their parents are reminded of rules relating to pupils’ hair and shoes. 

http://www.cwmrhymni.com/key-information/uniform-policy  

Due to planned changes to the colour of the school shirt, a grey, red or white shirt is allowed for a period of one year, 

until the Summer of 2021. 

Behaviour 

The school prides itself on the behaviour of our pupils during lessons, around the school sites and beyond its 

boundaries. During this uncertain period, I would like to emphasise once again, the importance of maturity, courtesy 

and friendliness to all our pupils. Needless to say, we will deal strictly with individuals who do not comply, in 

accordance with the school's behaviour policy. 

Extra-Curricular Activities 

Extra-curricular activities are a key part of our pupils’ development and teachers love offering these opportunities to 

pupils. However, at this stage, we do not envisage that extra-curricular activities can be offered for the first few weeks 

of September, and depending on the latest guidelines, perhaps beyond this. The school will therefore finish for all 

pupils at 14:15 as explained above. 

Communicating with Parents / Guardians 

As the school's new Headteacher, I believe strongly in clear, regular and transparent communication. Communication 

during this unprecedented period has been the key to our success and I hope you agree that you have found this 

useful. We will continue to contact parents through the school's ParentMail system. We strongly encourage parents 

to subscribe to this service if they have not done so already. For individuals where this is not possible, we will continue 

to send all important messages through the post. 

Parents Visiting the School 

We are very keen to develop links with parents and fully appreciate the contribution you all make to a successful 

school. However, at present, it is not possible for parents to attend school without making a prior appointment. To 

make an appointment to speak to the head of year, please call the school (Gellihaf 01443 875227 / Gwyndy 029 2086 

3367). We will arrange for the appropriate head of year to contact you as soon as possible. 

Pupils Bringing the Correct Equipment 

We ask that all pupils bring all the correct equipment for each lesson. In order to reduce the risk of spreading the virus, 

it will not be possible for pupils to share or borrow equipment. We ask that parents check that their children have the 

correct equipment at the start of each day. 

 

 

http://www.cwmrhymni.com/key-information/uniform-policy


 

Pupil Timetable 

Pupils will receive their lesson timetable once they return to school. To facilitate arrangements on the first day back, 

allocated rooms for each pupil’s first lesson will be published on the school learners’ link: 

https://sites.google.com/ygcwmrhymni.net/dysgwyr 

We ask that parents ensure that pupils remember this on their first day back at school. 

I would like to finish by thanking you in advance all for your patience and support over the coming period, and also 

kindly ask you to take part in a consultation on the New Vision for the school. As I have alluded to above, I consider 

your contribution as parents and guardians as vital for our success and I will send further details on how to get involved 

in this shortly. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mr Matthew Webb (Headteacher)  

https://sites.google.com/ygcwmrhymni.net/dysgwyr

