
Dear parent/guardian, 
 
Thank you kindly to those of you who completed the Wellbeing, Learning and Teaching V2 
questionnaire. As a result of your opinions and ideas, we continue to adapt and modify our 
distance learning strategies and our Wellbeing support strategies.  
The general view from both pupils and parents was that you were generally happy with the 
lessons and that there is now a great deal of variation in the way teachers deliver the 
lessons. We are aware that you are now experiencing fewer technological problems and are 
enjoying the lessons on video. I know that many teachers are now varying their lesson 
delivery methods and that you are grateful. If your child continues to have technological 
problems, please encourage them to email the Wellbeing Leaders to express any concerns. 
A minority of you asked for live lessons, however as explained previously we cannot 
facilitate this effectively or safely at present. There are several reasons that makes this 
method of delivery challenging and these include; the sheer number of different classes our 
teachers have, which wouldn’t make it feasible while the majority of our teachers are also 
caring for their own families at home; the number of safeguarding risks posed; and ensuring 
every pupil has access to the technology and hosting platform.  
Indeed, we have considered the latest Welsh Government guidance on Live Streaming 
(published this week), and at present our senior leaders and governors have decided against 
this method of distance learning. This is currently in line with the policies of other 
Comprehensive schools within the Caerphilly Local Authority. Of course, we will continue to 
assess this and will make changes if and where possible. 
The majority of pupils that responded expressed that the volume of work set within an hour 
of lessons was excessive and that a few students were therefore under pressure to complete 
the work. We are conveying this message to our staff. Yet again please encourage your 
child to contact the Wellbeing Leaders immediately if you or they are worried at all. The 
Wellbeing Leaders, Raising Standards Officers and a specialist wellbeing team are here to 
assist you.  
In response to the parent and pupil questionnaire, we have modified the arrangements for 
the next two weeks, ensuring the wellbeing of our pupils and staff is paramount. Therefore: 

.  
There will be no lessons during the Whitsun half term holidays (23.5-31.5). We have told 
our pupils to relax and enjoy the fresh air and nature while remembering to stay safe. 
During the Whitsun half-term the newly-created Wellbeing & Progress email accounts 
(e.g. Blwyddyn7@ygcwmrhymni.net) will not be monitored 
The first week following half term (1/6/20 – 5/6/20) will give pupils a week to complete 
and catch up with lessons that they expressed were causing them distress, so there will 
be no extra lessons this week. It is an opportunity for pupils to check all the tasks that 
have been given since distance learning began, complete the tasks and respond to the 
teachers' comments.  
I would also like to remind you of the wealth of additional tasks, that each department 
has already uploaded on the school’s Google Drive: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15suUqdZynDUdanfXzW1JqjTtJ_Zc7XbR 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/15suUqdZynDUdanfXzW1JqjTtJ_Zc7XbR


Pupils will of course have the opportunity to ask for extra work if they have completed all 
tasks and we will remind them on the first Monday after half term that they can complete:  

the bingo challenges;  
the Band of the Month challenge;  
the Erasmus project; and  
the wellbeing task 
create a PowerPoint or collage of them completing the May and June 
Mindfulness tips.  
complete the daily lessons available on BBC Bitesize.  
For KS4 the suggested menu of core subject tasks and practical tasks 

 
We will attach additional wellbeing tips at the beginning of the week and we will be launching 
a very special quiz that you can complete as a family. 
During this week our staff will continue supporting children in the Cwm Rhymni Hwb, as well 
as responding to pupils’ work, marking, completing monitoring progress activities and 
planning exciting lessons for your children. 
• Timetable lessons will resume on 8/6/20 
I hope you can appreciate that we are trying to accommodate all learners and families with 
our strategies, and we endeavour to support each and every pupil through this challenging 
time. 

 
We hope you are all safe and healthy and hope to see you and your children soon. 
 
Ryan Jenkins 
(Assistant Headteacher) 

 


